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SUBJECT: Visit of Tsunezc VIACHI to Iwo Jima .

‘_- In the despatches under reference this ¥ission sdvised the Department of the—]
great concern felt within Japan for the consolation snd repatriation of Japanese
war dead in the Pacific Islands and also described at some lensth the character and
potentisls ~. the individusl currently most active in exploiting that concern.
Since the date of those despatches, Tsunezo WACHI hus made his projected trip to
Ivo Jima and has schieved considersble publicity on that sccount. By inviting one
representative of the Japanese press to accompany him on his journey and thereby
posing the possibility of a press scoop, Wachi stirred up the competitive spirit
among other Jeranese newspapermen and precipitated a rather dramatic nexs race
which involved the chartering of a special sirecrsft tu fly representatives of the
three principsl Jepaness newspapers to Iwo Jima, As a result of these circum-
stances, Jspanese newspaper readers throughcut the country have been treasted to
glsring headlines, sentimentsl atories and gruesome pictures about Iwo Jina and
the substance of ‘iachi's trip.

The newsnen who made the sirplane dash to the Ialsnd anc return were among
the better known by-line writers of the Jepenese press. Their stories therefore
wore well written end designed to entice reader reaction. On the wmhole, they were
restraeined snd played mostly upon the suntimental aspect of herces who died in
vein. The headlines, Lowever, tended toward the sensationsl with such captions as
"Iwo Jimg - Island of Skeletons™, and the pictures were inclined to emphasize skulls
and bleached bones. These pictures were taken in caves eand ercavetions on the is-
land, but coupled with the headlines they indicated to the casual reader that the
island mas a shemble of unburied bones end untended accidental graves. This im-
plic "tion drow 8 quick rcaction from Pearl Harbor, where Commander L.G. Findley,
Island Governor Officer on dmiral Rudford's staff, advised the press that all
Japanese remsins vhich had been discovered om the island had been properly buried
and documented. Nevertheless, this statement and the restrained wording of the
actual press stories probably made little impression on the sversge reader who
glanced only at the headlines and sav the pictures. A survey of reader resctions
is conteined in Enclosure No, 1 to this despatch.

In consequence of these developments, this Misrion in its capacity as the
Diplonatic Section of Genersl Headquarters, Supreme Commsncer for the Allied
Powers, has once again initisted action to instigate e coordinated approach to
this problem by United States and Jspanese officislc, Tue SCAP General Head~

quarters will undertake to make %ro sals on the general subfect to the Depertment
of Defense and it is assumed that the latter will comsult with the Depertment e
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> of State, Sirilorly, politienl nnd emotional reaction smong the Jeperneso public
la- !

has stirred the Jo.snese Governuont to hasten its plans for the fencrol conso
tion »nd repatrivtion of wer deed.

In tho mesntine, Wechi has ochieved nationsl procinence. Ile has toen pic~
tured in his priestly robes carrying a statustte of Kwenon, the Goddess of ".orey,
in 811 principal Jopsnesc neurpspers. Photogrephs of hin cond sting services
for tho ver fesd and quotrtions from him have appeared througincut the eountry.
There is little doubt thet he vill contimme to exploit this :rorinence cffec-
tively upon his return to Japen.

The . ominence hac not, hovever, been an unuitigeted tlessin~. “'hile inter~
est in achi nnd his ‘.hite Lotus Soclety was st its pesik, a ccendrl concerning
hies nene trcXe in the Jrprnese press. The Department will recell from despatch
no. 10%% thet "‘achi end hic foclety have becn sctively engnged in a2 veed cloth-
iung turinees of quertinnoble inteprity, and thst in his rove to power within
the hite Lotus Socicty, ‘eciii oversrode the originsl precidewt, ireunasa
ONISEI, snd took over disiritution of used clothing ~hich th2 latter hed zccuru-
1nted in the Unitod States.

As a result of this deal, the prosident of s local cooperntive asrociotion
in Yokokana has croucht suit for fraud egainst the hite Lotus Socicty in tho
Tokyo Regional Procurstor's Office. In the suit tho pleintilf hes named Onishi
and two other lay merters of the Socisty. However, in statements to the press,
the pleintiff and his atlorney have directly impliceted ‘ochi. A trenslation of
s news item appearing in tho _ainichi on February 2, 1952 irs enclosed with this
despatch (Enclosure Mo. 2). 7The Tokyo lUetropoliten Governrcnt is spperently
also very much intererted in the ured clothing dcales, An erticle fro: the ‘ippon
Tines of February 7, 1952 is slso enclosed (Enclosure o, 3).

'achi, “ho trovelled to Iio Jina on an LST loading scrap iron, has had to
renain upon the island thile the ship is losdcd and hes nct, et the dste of this
dospatch, returned to Jopen, Tt is 1likely that ho is not vet svare of the
charges against him end his orgenization, end it will bte interesting to obecerve
the rannor in rhich he #i1l dispore of them.

For the roliticel Adviser:
, -
./, / ) '
Yot bex 0 Sy <
Eharlea KR ?p‘in s’
First fecretery of :dssion
3 inclosures:
1. Copy nevs itel, - "I ouvi v rr -nd
frticles "tir Up Antiver Centi.ienia®,
2. Trenzlation of ainieni iten ¢-oind
February 3, 1952,
3. Cop;” of iinponm Timer it. . deted

) February 7, 1952,
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(Classification) No., 11,5 from Tokyo, February

8, 1952,

INO JI A TAR DEAU ARIICLIS

SIIR UP ANTIVAR FENTT'GITS

.ue »roainence given recently by the Japancze pror-s to Lie Japnnese crrodi-
tica to I Jine, stirred up anew antiwar feelings s-ong fC per cont of the €2
rewsgpe;:or readers surveyed by the Japean Newspapor Publishers »nd Jditors i ruoci-
ation,

The smwrvey wns taken on the evening of Jen, 31 -hen :aruing spers gnve big
front pege opace to Imo Jira storice and pictures. Ume rictu e rhued a kuren
skull lying in a cave.

'~irty of the /1 non intervie od seid they felt “i~ru-~t~? itk var sfter
reaii.. " the articles recalling the tragic bsttle stcgad or the iclond during
the lest wer.

Likewise, 1€ of the 21 women in the survey felt -i-ilsr /isgust,

Of the rest, rix nen and thrce —ouen seid they ~till feit t*ot ~or is inovi-
trble, despite the tragic onrecue ces depicted in the Ito Jize steries, Tro
retaining nen seid they did not hove anv definite oprinion on war.

Of the 41 men in the ruxrvey, 15 had e:perience snrvice :4th the militery
forces as soldiers or civilisn employes,

A1l the 62 persons survered were t mants of “etropoliten Goverm cnteoper-
ated apartments, representing e verlety of professions,

The survey scid that 25 rien or €1 per cemt r:xi 19 wosien (out cf the 21
s0id they wero deeply noved by the Iwo Jima stories.

0f the re:lainder, ninc nen or 22 per cent and r o 2n srid they consicdered
the erticler and pictures were in "tad teste”.

Seven zen and a wouan seid they did not experience ony particulsr f sling,

Seiplos of thelr roactiona were: "I felt sorry for the war dord or their
ferilies!" "I pity then es victizs of the silitary clique." "The pictures of
skulls broucht tears to my eyes." (especially women).

Criticizing the newsnspers' sy of hendlin; the no.z rere ciich opinions es
"the nTticles were exsggersted to eopsal to public semtiients” (by » 17 eycer-old
rirl student).

Ong person seid, "Tho articles nay sorve nr 2 z~e on tho trend tomards
reermamant,”

( “eanvhile roiw 20 persons pethered in dovnicwn Loliyo odr, 1o direu=c the !
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f Page 2 ~f Enclosure io, 1 to

URCLASSIF IED Desy  No. 1133 from Tokyo,
(Classification) February 8, 1952.
‘ brinring beck of the rerains of Japnnese war desd overseas. l

A_ong thea vwere ifesazund Ando, sdviser to the Jspan Religious Federstion,
and Tadotsugu Shimezu, president of the Japsn Red Cross.

UNCLASSTF IED ]
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CiaesRearion] %’:, 1.9om Tokyo, February 8,

l (Trenslation) ' l
MAINICHI PRESS, 12TH EDITION, 7 FEBRUARY 1952

TYAKUT NeTHA (The “hite Lotus $octety) SUED FOR FRAUD
2,300,000 YER FOR USED CLOTIZR \iBRZZLAD?

OKA' A Sadeyochi, Prosideht of the Hoge Cooperative Acsociation, 1-150 Loge~
machi, Nekexu, Yokohsms=-shi, ™resented by attormey IASI: J:0 Yotoku of 7=326
Honmokuecho, iioke=ku, Yokohswhsghi, brought 8 suit for freud hefore the Toxyo
Tegionel Procurator's Office afuinst: ONISHI Ko umsse, Presicenmt of the Dyeluren-
sha, a rolicious corporation bf the Nishi Homgmnji, 2=1 Tsukiji, Chuo='ma, Tolyo-
to; FUSUSHI.IA irsemori (forzgt 4sstu “srdmsster), Depsrtront Chicf of the ~rid
orgnnizetion, 142 Yogeiecho, A%y, inato=ku, Tokyo-to; and FiFi I Reipsku,
rre<ident of the "hushin-kai, A9 Vedrmoto-cho, Suginami-ku ToXyo=to.

According to the ruit, thd 3 sccused, in collusion received from 2YA !\ the
sur of 2,300,000 yen on 18 JRMery 1951, stotin: thet they orpected imrmort of
lsrge snount of used clothes, The goods mot being delivercd, OK.-"A rcoucrtod
return of the nonoy, tut the 3 failed to do =o.

Attorney HASHI.ON ¢

fince it is seid thet “FCNY Tsunezo, now on Iwo Jina for religicus scrviee
for the wer decezsed, holds Ly\ actusl power in the Lynkuren-shs, I believe it
proper that the rerponsibility 3ies with "4, VACMI.

FLFUSIO A msamori:

In Jomnry last yeer, ] gedisted in the usod clolhing derl lecruce the
Iyaiaren-she war in need of w¥dg for itr entorpriren e for the trovel of
CMirLI to tize L.S. lHouever, shen the food~ orrived, [Ci'y fir;ored of thea.
OIICHI payed beck rert of thA Mdvnnce-iey, 7CC,(000 yen, to 0K A in June,
ONISHI came out the loser iw the strus le for power sgainst ~ ACHI,
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i Clasiifeatron) llo. 1133 from Tokyo, February
» £, 1952,
PRI.ST D "ERT T2 T'H X %
Bi ) XYED 1FVOLVED It SCARGAL

Forner navy c2ptein 1sunezo ‘achi who ic now on Tio Ji.e Yeonrcliny the
souls” of the Jepanese vinr derd thers cropned up in the newn ~gein on 'cdnesdey~
this tize in connection with a csre lnvolving frmud omd misspprorrietion of
funde,

' The cnre according to the Yoxduri, involves iyrlurcnrhe, a Euddhist cherity
organizetion opersted, amoug others, liy the forner co irrder of the Jeprnere
gerrirons on Iwo Jire vho mas comvorted into priesthocd aiter tze wor,

The tzniurenche, according to the Y riuri, in Ce; torbher, 195C, sponsored
the ~rle of lerge curntitl s of imported used clotnin: tat lJrilod to me¥: good
itr .rouice to comate 3,00(,:CC to the Tokyo .etrozoliten Goverrvsat, The
ety -:litan Government had outhordced dut)~frec i:pert of 300 tons of old
clou velued st ¥0,000,000 on condition thet out ol the =£,000,070 not pro-
£it c;_..ted to accrue from tic tvrnanction, the . mimrensha - ould uso
¥2,000,00C for crteblishing it: head uartors building, =1,00C,000 for lelsing
Buddhist ~tudents end denrto the rorriader to tlie Tolyo Government for uce as
funds for buiiding s school for physicelly kancicepped children.

On the .ngth of tke .rozise, the Tokyo Govcrn:cnt l~unched the con-
structien  -ject tut the 5relurensha hes so fer contributed only %70C,000.
The schk uilding projoct was suspended after the completion of only two
clesroo.s.

Snraged, the letropecliten Govermiont launched irvertipgntions but it -as
too late as the Lyskuronshe 2d ~oved its headquerters to lVikko in Tochigi
Profecturc in an attempt, o the stropoliten officirls rurpect, to evade an
invertigetion. Tho Tokyo Covernent has deep sur icions es to how the remsinder
of the rmoner == »/,300,00C == har bcen dinposed of.

Another »p. 2fication of the nlleged ecendrl concerns a Yokohams clothier,
vho on Jsn. 18, lest year, hond d =3,000,000 to the iiyekurcncha anr sdvonco pey-
ment for s rort of the inported clothing. lot r single itc: hag been forwarded
to the clothes shop proprietor ro frr. Rer has the Tuéchist orgoniretion re-
turned a ;on of thc advance Lny.ent.

The ilippon Tiies ednerir; lurracd fron the Tokyo Listriet Frocuretors
Offi-e that & comlaint er-in~t .nzunara Onishl, former heed of the liyekuren-
sha, and tmo other perronc comccricd hed been fited with the o 'fice by the
aggrieved clothier.

0f the ¥3,006,C0C, 'r. Onishi is seid to havo pocketed ¥1,70C,000, and the
Rev, Vlachl ¥700,000., The rest ic said to hevo been dirtributed to two porcons
who offered good off{ices for the deal. The l'ev. 'achi is srid to have returned
the money, however,

I _J
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. [_MEIE____J Page. . of Enslosure No. 3
- (Classifeation) to Despsteh Bo. 1133 from
Tokyo, February 8, 1952,
‘ Meauwhile, the Byakurensha organizstion has been split in two groups, l

one headed by its original head, Mr. Onishi end the other managed by a boerd
of governors including the Rev, Wechi.
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